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Dr. Beth Bailey is Foundation Distinguished Professor at the University of Kansas, where she
directs the Center for Military, War, and Society Studies. Her work on the history of gender and
sexuality in the United States includes From Front Porch to Back Seat: Courtship in Twentieth
Century America and Sex in the Heartland. She is currently writing about how the U.S. Army, as an
institution, tried to manage what army leaders often called the “problem of race” during the
Vietnam era. Her research has been supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and the American Council of Learned Societies,

and she has been a visiting scholar in Australia, Indonesia, France, and Japan.
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